
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

As I write this, we are celebrating both the Annunciation and Passiontide. On the one hand, this may seem like a
paradox, celebrating both the joyous conception of Christ in the womb of his mother Mary, possible by God’s
initiative and Mary’s faith, and the intensity of the final days of Lent, as we face the nearness of our faith’s greatest
mysteries, the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. On the other hand, this intersection of joy
and suffering perfectly captures life in its fullest reality.

This intersection is also a reflection of the reality of the students that we serve through our campus ministry.
Through our various efforts, especially our liturgies, Bible studies, and fellowship, we walk with these young adults
as they strive to make sense of the joy and suffering of life. It only truly makes sense in the light of the life of Jesus
Christ, in His gift of love and the promises He makes for those who believe and hope in Him. 

In the past year, we’ve continued to serve our students in a variety of ways, often in new and innovative ways given
the challenges presented by the coronavirus. We will continue to meet our students in the joy 
and suffering of their lives and help them to respond as Mary did to the Archangel Gabriel, 
“May it be done to me according to Thy word.”

Blessings and grace,
Fr. Chase Hasenoehrl
Pastor, St. Augustine’s Catholic Center

Fr. Chase Hasenoehrl
Pastor, St. Augustine’s Catholic Center
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The aroma of freshly ground coffee beans and decadent
cinnamon rolls wafts through the Catholic Center these
days, announcing the opening of St. Augustine's latest
endeavor: Monica's Coffee Bar. Students and
community members alike are already raving about the
delicious coffee and welcoming atmosphere. The hope
is that this coffee shop will truly be a new ministry,
enabling St. Augustine's to welcome students who
otherwise would never step foot in a Catholic student
center. 
 

 
Monica's currently employs four baristas, three of whom
are students. These friendly baristas are now often the
first faces people see as they come into the Catholic
Center, welcoming them and making them feel at home.

Jordan Gogl, manager of Monica's Coffee Bar, says,
"My hopes are that everyone who walks through the
doors can experience a place of love and welcome,
where they can enjoy a good cup of their drink of
choice—a place for anyone to come and do
homework or to have a good conversation, or to just
be. We're excited for what the Lord has in store for
Monica's as we continue to grow!"

Fr. Chase wanted to be certain that Monica's not
only provides a welcoming space but also the best
coffee in town! Monica's proudly serves premium,
organic products: Doma Coffee, Rishi Tea, and Holy
Kakow syrups. Fresh baked goods from Storybook
Baking Co. are also served daily. 

To-go drinks are served in eco-friendly cups and
baristas are paid a fair wage, all in an effort to
exemplify Catholic social  teaching.



Monica's is open from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Monday -  Friday

Visit vandalcatholic.com/monicas-coffee-bar to see the
Monica's Coffee Bar menu or to purchase a digital gift
card for yourself or someone you love.

Follow Monica's on Instagram @monicascoffeebar for
daily specials, discounts, and more!

SEEK21: 

Every year, FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University
Students), hosts a national conference for upwards of
17,000 students. Given the COVID pandemic, crowds that
size couldn't gather this year. 

But the Lord isn't limited in His ability to transform
lives, even in a pandemic! FOCUS decided to make the
conference virtual and encouraged people to gather
together locally to attend the event. More than 27,000
people gathered in smaller groups across the country,
making it the largest FOCUS conference to date!

Nearly 60 students from the University of Idaho joined
students from three other area campuses at a retreat center
in Post Falls, Idaho for the conference. The students were
able to participate in small groups, share meals, and
attend Mass and Adoration together. 

Because the University of Idaho had the highest 
 percentage increase in registrations for the SEEK
conference out of all campuses across the country, one 

of the SEEK speakers, Dr. Edward Sri, joined them in
person at their location! Dr. Sri, a theologian, author,
Catholic speaker, and vice president of formation for
FOCUS, gave a powerful message on relativism entitled,
"Who am I to Judge?" He encouraged students to speak
the truth with compassion and to focus on winning souls
rather than arguments. 

Andrew Gogl, FOCUS team director at St. Augustine’s,
said, “One of the many graces from SEEK21 is that we
now have seven students starting new Bible studies
due to their experience.” That brings the total number of
FOCUS Bible studies at St. Augustine's to 18, with over
95 students participating!

You Sent Students on a Life-Changing Retreat!

https://www.instagram.com/monicascoffeebar/


Peace Under Pressure:
Religious Persecution in the Middle East

What does it look like to literally lay down your life for
your faith? Students got to hear a first-hand account of
exactly what that looks like from an Iraqi Catholic this March.
Noail Isho, a current Idaho WWAMI medical student who
attends St. Augustine's, shared the horrifying story of how
his pastor, Fr. Ragheed Ganni, was maliciously
assassinated in Mosul, Iraq, in 2007. 

Noail was only seven years old when his pastor and the three
deacons from his church were gunned down in the street by
men in masks when Fr. Ganni refused to close the church. 

Yet Noail's faith is deep and unwavering. "God teaches us not

Noail's father (second from right), was
the secretary for Fr. Ganni (second from
left). After Fr. Ganni's assassination, the
murderers targeted Noail's father.

Noail and his family moved to Idaho
in 2010, fleeing religious persecution.

to be afraid. God teaches us to take steps with confidence and
trust in His timing... Who would know that I would be in
Moscow, Idaho, studying medicine after only coming to the
US at the age of 13 and barely knowing any English?"

Students were deeply impacted by Noail's story. Sophomore
Maggie Shultz reflected, "Coming from a place where
Catholicism—and Christianity in general—is so persecuted and
coming to America where obviously there isn't that intense
persecution but there's still a lack of faith, what's holding most
people back from religious faith in America? It's easy to
take for granted that we can just walk into church."

St. Augustine's medical student, Noail Isho, presents on the assassination of his childhood pastor, 
Blessed Ragheed Ganni (pictured on right of screen).

Your support provides a place where
students from all over Idaho and the
world find a home and are equipped for
mission!



"Jesus, you’re going to have to hit me with a brick wall for me
to become Catholic." Growing up Lutheran, Chloe Iverson uttered
these words in prayer for years. Even though she had attended a
Catholic high school, most Catholics she knew didn't seem to really
live their faith, so Catholicism hadn't seemed all that appealing.

But all of that began to change when she arrived at St. Augustine's
as a freshman three years ago. At the Catholic Center, she found
community, FOCUS missionaries who lived their faith well, and 

friends who walked with her. "FOCUS was huge," she says.
"They didn't just see me as a number; they cared about really
having a relationship with me. If it weren't for FOCUS, I
probably wouldn't have become Catholic."

At the Catholic Center, Chloe found people who helped her
work through her questions about Mary and praying to the
saints, common obstacles for Protestants. She learned that
just as we can ask a friend to pray for us, we can also ask
someone already in heaven to pray for us.

Chloe is now preparing to enter the Church at Easter Vigil
this year. After so many years of attending Mass but not
receiving the Eucharist, she is excited and nervous for the
moment of her First Communion. And she hopes more students
will follow in her footsteps. At St. Augustine's "you learn
that your identity isn't just what the world says. Your
identity is in being a beloved son or daughter of God."

You are Changing Lives!
How Your Support Helped Bring Chloe to the Catholic Church

Chloe will enter the Church at Easter this year, 
thanks to your support!

Chloe's Bible study leader and FOCUS Missionary, 
Allie Friesen (center), played a key role in her spiritual journey. 

Allie is now Chloe's confirmation sponsor!

"St. Augustine's is a great place
to explore the faith and you

won't be turned away if you have
questions. People want to answer

in a loving way."



Candlelight Mass Servers

our fantastic new coffee shop, Monica's Coffee Bar
the record-breaking number of U of I students attending the SEEK Conference
a current medical student at St. Augustine's who spoke about the assassination of
his pastor in Iraq
the story of a student's journey to the Catholic Church through the ministry of St.
Augustine's

Happy Spring from St. Augustine’s Catholic Center! In this edition of our newsletter,
read all about the incredible ministry your support has made possible: 

Thank you for your prayers and support for these remarkable students! This year, St.
Augustine's students have organized two all-night Adoration events, started 10 student-
led Bible studies, and hosted incredible speakers through the Vandal Catholic club.
Your generosity makes a huge difference!

Encounter the Sacred, Discover the Truth, Change the World

Mission Statement:
To live, foster, and proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to the University of Idaho.

St. Augustine's Catholic Center
P.O. Box 3457
Moscow, ID 83843
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SEEK Conference 2021

Reaching New
Students

Make a Difference:
DONATE  ONLINE!


